Antibody addition to Drosophila specimens and detection using enzyme-linked reagents.
INTRODUCTIONEnzyme-linked reagents give excellent sensitivity and use a simple light microscope for detection. A range of enzymes is available, but for staining in situ, horseradish peroxidase will suit most needs. Diaminobenzidine (DAB) is one of the most sensitive substrates for horseradish peroxidase. It yields an intense brown product that is insoluble in both water and alcohol. It can be made more sensitive by adding metal salts such as cobalt or nickel to the substrate solution. The reaction products are slate gray to black, and they are stable in both water and alcohol. DAB/metal staining is compatible with a wide range of common histological stains.